Period Style Windows,

Windows play the greatest role in defining the exterior of a home, pointing ta its
architectural style, yet modern regulations and advancements so often get in the way
of achieving amthenticity. Melanie Griffiths explains how 1o get the detailing spot on
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Which Window Type?

DETERMINE WHETHER SASHES OR CASEMENTS ARE BEST

The UK has an cnviably rich
history of windows, affeasd by
technological edvancerment, o
well &5 changing design trends
aned replional fashions But, untl
the Zith cenury, only twe tvpes
of opening window prevaslad
casemaenis arad slading sashes
The cosement is the simples
form of window, [t consists of
an outer framg hodding one or
mee glazsd ‘rashes’ (o single
glazed frame! on hinges wseally
slde-himg. Casernents are
iradiciomally operatsd by lapches
with the sazh held open by an
idiuszable casernent stay.
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CREAMENT

4 shding sash window =
g up of b sashes, with
ong pasitioned In front and one
behimd, set inte verrical grooves;
this allows the sashes so shde up
and down — although some sash
wimdows have only ane
moveabls sish — held in place
by kead weights on cords. In
miarny modern windows, the
welghts have been replaved with
sprifps — “but sprung balence
sliding sashes shoalbd be svoided
when secking authenticis:” savs
Scotts of Thrapston manager
lan Hodgkin, Some medern
sashes also tilz for easv cleaming.

Moz winclows must be 4
sivle aporopriate o the perlod
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but check the bocal vernacular
for any regiopal fashions. For
example, in same drets, natabhy
Yorkshire, horizonzally sliding
saha vepre popular,

WHERE TO BUY
Buiders’ marchams ard
largd joiMers ¥ocy some nice
stardard:s3e windows, Bt
ehack casely that the details
appRar authantic frickde
wents ore usuady unaveidakle
whan ciddgring off-the-shall,
therwise, joiners wil create
bDespoke windows, Order
m&nths in advanca, & the
lead-in times can b= Inng.

WHAT TO PAY

Fricas sart fram £2-300 for s

sirple design up to £3,200-
1,400 for o rge bespois
windew, bn general, softwood

| ol moughly £2.300/m"; E3-
| Rt for hardwesd: £250-

450w far metal. Begain

hard, &= largs savings off tha

Ist price can be schisved,

WHO FITS THEM
inisds ceddaring fram a
supply-ang-fit cesvpany, you

| will need to amangs your

| own ingtalistion. & campenter
| & joirar will be abla 1o da

| this for you; 'I;ht:,- ot

armund £160-200 a. day
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DESIGN

A BRIEF HISTORY OF mumwﬁ

Prior to the late 17th centuy
homaes ware fited with smple
side-Nung CaEaments, Tha
DArEEL varkoes had fimcer or
wrpught iron frames, and 25
large expanies of glasng
waren'l yal pos=ole. an inrar
lattice of lead ‘cames’ (grooved
Hrizd) feld =mall diemond or
sgiiar ganes of glass

Sheing sash windows wene
ntroducad 10 Beitan in she late
17ch ganury snd became the
darmrénant window design for
the raxt 200 vears, althougn
CRiRMantE ware il n e
Ewrly sash wingaws hed = single
sliding sash that wid wedged
open with pags; Thase sashes
wene divided by thick wooden
iasuslly el glazing bars (v
Té&ta 24 resrsguare oenes

During 1he courde of the
18t cantury, the styls svolved
oo producs the Guiniesssntsl
Georglan sash, which nad two
micvabile sashes of ‘siv over s’
panes, with highly sl=gang, sim
Frazing Hare and meeting rails
End pana [Ehat Bhan wide
[hoke 1o the 'Galden Rata' of
111818 @ Classieal forrmuils that
Brodusid Dididing Sropartiona).
Elght cvar aight’ panes ware
alsa sman, and sidelghts somae-
Fimes nouoed. The windows'
hesght dimirished up through
the stoteys in ine with the
nouse'’s cedling haighss:

There wene other Geargan
designs: on Palladiam houses
the Vanatisa sash window,
whegh had 8 semi-circuiis: head
angl wan flarksd by narow,
lorovar flat-hasded sahes ar
sidatighss, was populan a8 wers
small round windovws. Rngency
houses also featured anchao-
heazed ard Gothic arch (ourva
TeeOtE in @ Pt windiows.

In tha easly Wictorian paricd,
Meo-Gethie styie emerged s &
eacnon 1o Cisssical desom,
Taking ispication from casties
and chirches, and some hoiaas
B#gan o use smab-paned lran
ERsErmant windoras i Gathiz
arches. However, most Bogsas
partirued to It ssh windaws
With fewer glazing bem rew
Postilre due to massproduced
glass, four-svee-dour, two-guar-
D0 37 EvEn onesower-o
parat batsme popular, The
Victoriess experimentad with
decorative glazing bars and
stnined gless, usually just in tha
upparsash, with & sirgle pare
of glass in the Bottem sash

The Victorlarg, and fater the
Edwargiars, were also Tand al
Dy wandave, square o canted,
with glaging on three sides, and
ies first Faer yaramt she oral

Thea facter kel of the: 19th
CAMLTY A%s tavw Lluesn Anra
s3vle and the Ars & Cratts
Movamenl, Queen Anng
wingows wars aither sashas
with small panes in the uppes
Ralf or eadsd cassmanis Arts
& Crafts windows were
typically cottage stvie, with
muitipanad capdiesits of
ethar rembsdr ar mata)

= 1he Edwardian era, olass
WBE ChEaseErn 30 windows
o [argern Stained glae
w84 sornetimas usad, aspacialky
fof upper lights in casemani
wirdiows, Tha Edwardlars weeg
vy fond af the 'Tidorbethan'
cottage ityie, which Rarked
back to 17th ceriury cassments

1 the irtenwar oafied
slegant mass-produced §rael
cajarmely Gecame widespressd
with ther streamlined, austers
appaarancs idesly suited 1o
Ife tagmianabole Art Deoa sryls




CAress Forms AlCrr Aery B Crais hames used estbage styls cooamanta 4t
lrpis cr vl wach 38 thows by Architecturnl Beores Cosaments (07476
A1, frchhoaded wash by Sestes of Thapston (1102 752056); Gromgan
b wwre perfwcily propoationed i W s nd shapa-of thes s e
v 1 fugsdlae At Wedmiht composfio sath fiem Black Millesrh
FIEEE SEF122Y, Vsl nondvms: varr popuilar oo Fadsclies ety
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Which Material

LOWAATNTENAMCE 15 MOW 4

Timbear

Al sash windesvs and mam

CESETNENES were Irachibomally

made of wood, Well cared for,

timber is hig
wrg-lasting, bt many people

v durahle dand

are disstinded from choosing i
due 1 percerved maintenamoe
isaLses — with oocasional
rEpRIRtIng oF SRR regudred

However, tecent innovationm
RvE vasly mproved ths, "One
W 1ne Digmest developments

over the st 10 vears i the
aevelopment of miceporoms
paint, savs Cheis Bromsdon,
humdord & YWiood's Sabes and
Murssung Director, “Cricleally,
it s 1 be applicd in the

factoey belare the wood can be
the elemenis. 10
:h:ﬂJ:.'ur.II.'I.'\.-: ot B roE foe 30

expoieed

yudre dnd won tnged repainting
For elghs vears, The species of
rimebeT dovsat’l meatier & the
paint b5 e o-skin. [t's available
it stains or varmishes, oo,

At the vy beast, sofwood
should De pressure-rreated o
srevent furgal astack,
Hardwonsd 1sapele is widsh

ased | s nattirally ol rescistand

POSSIBILITY WITH TIMBER
Composites

conipasite windows, with

timber inwrior and auman
exleraon, anen't uswally suizab
for faithiud pernod-stvie homies,
with perhaps a few exep
Andersen Wirkdimes o

designs are worth a look

Metal

Teadiiomallv, rmany csetenis
wiere of wronght froae. Bot foo
stee] and bronee are asuath
usied 10 - verv successfulls
replicase the stvle, and can
achieve highlv elegani frames
Sheed wats also widely used an
Interwar bomes and i e

Wlrimerte ah lowsmaintenange,

PYCu
Ig 2= .':r-l?ri.':!_:_ ey opr ot PN,
aE 1L 15 8 boss eapensive chinlce

avaifable in muany perbod sivle.

LT PTG, Ernted. Dirrbey

and even wood grams, However,
oy the very top-guality FACu
windimes San Sorme Css
TecTentimg the fine detailing of &
tradithnad désign: approach
vith caution
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Glazing Options

LATEST DOUBLE-GLAZING INMOWVATICNG AID AUTHENTICITY

The bigesst barrier to achieving
suthentic persod windows i
double plasng. Now, there may
be instances whete vou can pee
single glazing on rerowasions.
and 1 sorme coees g trade o’
For shizgle glaning by mcreasing
imsuition may be considerad
Hovwever, the masority of new
windows will be diowhle _.1_I.1:-:-n1.

lraditmnally, timber windots
el firve plazing bars so hold-all
the small panes in place, but
.||.'.'-."d.r":: to Mumiond &
Wiood s Chris Brumsdon, this s
ot the best wine of achieving
the sevle on double glasing:
“Wow wodild need o lnecease the
width of the pladng bars In
ooy T carry thedr wesght
whnich wonld ook clumsy, The
Best solution is fo use ane lerge
pane with ‘glaring bars” bondsd
to the suroce and beck-to-back
sgsacet bars meurpomited
between the glass. This alhomys
for ruch slimmer widths) our
slimrsest is 8rmm.”

A aimilar mezhod can be used
for metal bars and leaded lighas:
Lheck out Clemenr's steel EBI4

range { LW lead can be
applied 1o the ourside pane wirh
each funcnion seidered by hand,

The thidknss of the double

glazing 15 anather-element, “The

Eatest innowutions in gasees are
kevy” savs Brumsdom It began
with argon but has sines moved
anta kivptan and the lesest s
senon, Which can be used tn

achieve & Br more elegant look,”

Als, check ot Pilkingzop
Spacis, & vacunm glaemg (Le
oy s | 1hat provides simita
stticieney o double gheing. bus
im-a unit thak 45 o guartsr of the
average depth |just 8.5mm ), &

TRICKLE VENTS
Whare posstbla, trickks wasiy
Eould be avsided as thay
can spod the wingaw geslgn
Vinge-house machanical
vantliztion o If you must, air
sricis with cast Iron griles
aa QETEr sptians. if you oo
hart to wea tham, follew the
advics of len Hodgkin from
Seatts of Thrapstan
larga plastic ver covers oo
b tide: alurniniur wants
s generally mars Sereet

TR

FINER DETAILS
‘Woodar glazing Dars sre
meéulded intenali; forming a
decorativa glamest iredys =
aba AN ARSroEriate moula '.; nrghiters
far your home's parica: e .
WRTE PRacy vECaticns, &

sarly Georgan windoeg
el thice square Doz
When lsger panes of gl
became pogaibis the Daa
Became thinrer, w
refined mouldings me.
‘astragal’, ‘sash ovslo’ 2o
‘e tongua’. A as
hom'; which (g8 mouicec
axiinaen of the 04 e
sicde of tha glazes isi® ==
appaanad duritg tme "o
cmTbury, & e leiner ooes
pares nesded ot
iywaid faka balr

WINDOW FURNITLSE
Early masament ro-—o-oe
was. wroughs fre
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aften biress. Thers o7 =
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